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AX-201 Down Under 


* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


Confirmation, if any were needed, 
that Rolls-Royce makes 


‘the best car in the world 


Car magazine (November 91) tested the 
Bentley Turbo R against the Mercedes-Benz 600SEL, 
the Jaguar Sovereign 4.0 and the Lexus LS400 to find 
‘the world’s best car’. Victory went to the Bentley. 


Here are some extracts... 


‘This... ‘Blower Bentley’ has 
performance aplenty.’ 


‘Where it scores... is throttle response... 
it’s probably the most refined turbo powertrain on the 
road. And when you want more urge on the move, the 
Turbo R delivers. 

‘..the Bentley is the... high-speed express, 
hand-crafted and the fruit of the labours of a small 
but talented group of engineers and artisans.’ 


“Turbo R’s are hand-made.’ 


“The engines are hand-assembled... Even the final 
drive is hand-assembled, craftsmen cutting and 
lapping the gears.’ 


*. suspension... is the most high-tech 
... by virtue of its adaptive damping.’ 


‘The Bentley... has marginally more composure on 
testing back-roads... aided by its extraordinarily 
competent chassis. It also has wonderful steering, 


communicative no matter what the speed. 


Why not test drive the world’s best car? 


“Driving the Turbo R is such a special experience.’ 


You are invited to make an appointment with... 
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‘In town, the Bentley is the firmest rider... Road noise 
is so magnificently isolated that those big Avon 
Turbospeeds might as well be riding on cotton wool for 
all the noise that drifts up through the Wilton...’ 


‘Special mention 
must go to the Bentley’s cockpit...’ 


*...Bentley’s high and wide armchairs the most 
comfortable... Connolly hides so soft, so fragrant, yet so 
hard wearing. Eleven hides go into each Bentley... 

‘The quality of the woodwork, the richness... of the 
leather... the componentry, make the Bentley’s cockpit 
by far the most elegant of surroundings.’ 


‘The Bentley is in a different world.’ 


‘A world of unmatched cabin comfort, beautiful 


craftsmanship, superb quality materials.’ 


‘There is nothing else in the world 
like a Turbo R...’ 


‘Steering feel at speed best in the class. Its agility 
on winding secondaries is superior... The Bentley also 
scores thanks to its wonderful braking stability... 


anti-dive geometry...’ 


York Motors 
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From the Editor 


New Rolls-Royce limousine 


Anew model was recently introduced, 
apparently as a replacement for the 
Phantom VI. This is the Silver Spur II 
Touring Limousine. “Stretched” versions 
of the Silver Spur have been produced in 
small numbers for some years — see, for 
example, PRAECLARUM 5-84 p.992 
and 5-91 p.1924. However, this new car 
seems to be the most aesthetically pleas- 
ing of them all. When at Mulliner Park 
Ward in 1990, your Editor saw a car that, 
in retrospect, was obviously a prototype 
for this new model. Upon enquiring “what 
was that?”, my guide replied dryly “you 
didn’t see that”! 


Full details and photographs when 
they become available. 


Phantom V at Kapooka 


The three photographs on this page 
were sent by A.C.T. Branch member 
Brian McDonald of Wagga Wagga, and 
show one of the Vice-Regal Phantom Vs. 
It had been used to convey the Governor 
General to the Army base at Kapooka, 
near Wagga. Brian, who owns a Silver 
Cloud Ill, was extremely impressed by 
his car’s bigger brother! 


Gold Rush Tour 


The 1992 Federal Rally is to be held 
in Ballarat, Victoria. For those who are 
even vaguely familiar with the history of 
that city it will be obvious why this Rally 
has been styled “The Gold Rally’. It is 
certain to be a truly superb Federal Rally 
and some special things are planned. 


For those members and their guests 
travelling from Sydney and points north, 
there is an opportunity to enjoy a five day 
ramble, strictly for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars only. The specially chosen 
route takes in the Southern Highlands of 
New South Wales, the Nation’s Capital, 
the grandeur of the Snowy Mountains, 
the picturesque Tumut district with its 
diversity of attractions, the historic gold 
mining regions of northern Victoria, fine 
wines sampling at Milawa, the scenic 
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On October 25th last year, Vice-Regal Phantom V (5VE37) at Kapooka with, from left to right, 
Bill Rorrison, Darryl Taber and John Elliott, all of the A.C.T. Branch, and driver Jack Nielson. 
Below: The Commonwealth number plates, for use when no members of the Royal Family or 
their Australian representatives are being conveyed, are stowed in the huge boot. 


a 


The rear compartment cocktail cabinet — a standard feature of the Phantom V — the contents 
of which include a pressure-pack can of fly spray! Photographs by Brian McDonald (A.C.T.) 


f 
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beauty of the Maroondah Highway with 
its exciting flora and fauna and culminat- 
ing in the ‘ultimate’ picnic at Hanging 
Rock. From here it is a short drive to 
Ballarat, arriving Thursday September 
17th for “The Gold Rally’. 


The pace will be leisurely, using good 
secondary roads, suitable for pre-war 
cars. Accomodation will encompass a 
combination of excellent motels and 
charming country homes. Cuisine will 
range from billy tea and damper to gour- 
met and a variety of daytime and evening 
entertainment is envisaged. 


Many expressions of interest have 
been received from members of over- 
seas Rolls-Royce Clubs following the 
promotion of the Ballarat Federal Rally at 
the 1991 American RROC National 
Meet. Guest rider seats will be needed 
for these and other people not bringing a 
PMC. A baggage van will be provided. 


Please direct Tour enquires to: 
Eric Lang, 
61 Pacific Avenue, 
Penshurst, N.S.W. 2222 
‘phone (02) 579 5790 


High Speed Royce 


Largely due to the efforts of the Chair- 
man of the Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation, Frank Shaw, fully supported 
by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, an 
agreement was reached with British Rail 
that a new Class 91 locomotive should 
be named “Sir Henry Royce”. These 
splendid streamlined electric locomo- 
tives work the high speed InterCity 225 
trains (the ‘225’ denoting the speed in 
km/h) between London and the north 
east of England and Scotland, on the 
former Great Northern Railway via Peter- 
borough, where Royce worked as an 
apprentice at the GNR workshops. 


The naming ceremony took place at 
the Crewe Heritage Centre on June 7th 
last year and was performed jointly by 
Frank Shaw, himself an ex-apprentice 
with Sir Henry, and Gordon Virgo, a 
fourth year apprentice electrician fitter at 
InterCity’s Bounds Green depot in Lon- 
don. The RREC, in conjunction with the 
Company, mounted a representative dis- 
play of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
from 1907 to 1991. 
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The InterCity Class 91s were built by 
British Rail Engineering Ltd at, fittingly, 
Crewe. The last of the batch of 31 units 
built was chosen to bear the illustrious 
name. Thenaming recognises an honour 
bestowed on InterCity in 1990 when the 
Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation 
Award was presented to British Rail for 
the engineering excellence of the 
InterCity 225 trains. 


Shortly after the naming, No. 91031 
“Sir Henry Royce” powered its train 
smoothly from London to Edinburgh 
(again rather fittingly, if you think about 
it), a distance of 393.3 miles (632.9 km), 
in 3 hours 29 minutes — a start to stop 
average speed of 112.9 mph (181.7 km/h). 
A very fast Royce! 


Martin Bennett 


Many a true word in jest! 


British Rail InterCity Class 91 locomotive No. 91031 “Sir Henry Royce” at the naming ceremony, 
Crewe Heritage Centre. From left to right are British Rail apprentice Gordon Virgo, Director of 
U.K. Operations, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Bernard Preston and Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation Chairman Frank Shaw, holding a replica of the nameplate which was subsequently 
mounted for permanent display at the Hunt House. In the foreground is the Company's Silver Spur I! 


Mulliner Park Ward special edition saloon. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Lid. 
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From the Federal President 


AX-201 Down Under 


With this issue being devoted to the 
recent visit to Australia of AX-201 | 
thought | might make a change from the 
normal report format and reflect on the 
“Silver Ghost” and the two men 
predominantly responsible for its suc- 
cess. 


The combination of Rolls, Royce and 
Johnson had established the initial suc- 
cess of the fledgling Rolls-Royce 
Limited. By 1907 Henry Royce, the 
mechanic, and Claude Johnson, the 
publicist, were primarily responsible for 
the future of the Company. 


The decision in 1908 to adopt a single 
model policy with the 40/50 h.p. had far- 
reaching consequences. At Johnson’s 
insistence, Royce produced a car that 
was the best on the market. There was 
nothing singularly outstanding about the 
design. Royce had a habit of avoiding 
innovation, preferring to improve upon 
established design principles. What was 
impressive was the attention to detail and 
the search for engineering perfection. 
Reflecting the standards of the day this 
philosophy accorded with Edwardian 
values. Today we would probably say 
that there was evidence of “over design”. 


The 40/50 h.p. was a mirror of 
Royce’s personality, the man to whom 
perfection was everything. He was 
renowned for his intolerance of 


mediocrity, for his abhorrence of shoddy 
workmanship and for his habit of sum- 
marily dismissing employees who failed 
to meet his demanding standards. In 
some respects Royce was the forerunner 
of the modern quality assurance move- 
ment. To him quality was paramount — 
Rolls-Royce quality must never be com- 
promised. 


Royce’s design philosophy for the 
40/50 h.p. resulted in a car that was both 
refined and reliable, characteristics that 
were lacking in competitive vehicles of 
the day. | wonder if he and Johnson 
realised at the time the magnitude of the 
success they had in front of them. The 
40/50 h.p. remained in production for 
twenty years and when it was discon- 
tinued in 1926 nearly 8,000 cars had 
been produced. 


AX-201 was actually the 12th car in 
the 40/50 series. Johnson, the con- 
sumate propagandist, arranged for the 
car to be finished in silver paint with silver 
fittings. To enhance the marketing 
profile of the car he called it “The Silver 
Ghost”. So successful was he in his 
publicity campaign that this name was 
later adopted to refer to all 40/50s. 


“The Silver Ghost” was a company 
car, the property of Rolls-Royce Limited. 
However, Johnson regarded it as his per- 
sonal car using it extensively on 
demonstrations such as the 1907 Scot- 
tish Reliability Trials and the 15,000 mile 
R.A.C. Trial. 
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As with Royce, Johnson was a man 
ahead of his time. He was a true market- 
ing professional and an unrivalled 
“networker’. 


Whilst it was James Holland, a motor- 
ing correspondent, who is credited with 
first using the phrase “The Best Car in the 
World” it was Johnson who used it to 
commercial advantage. 


Royce’s pursuit of mechanical excel- 
lence combined with Johnson’s 
marketing skills created “The Silver 
Ghost’. We are indeed fortunate that the 
Company is committed to the preserva- 
tion of such an irreplaceable item of our 
industrial heritage. 


1992 Federal Rally 


Arrangements for the 1992 Federal 
Rally in Ballarat and the Tasmania Tour 
to follow are well advanced by the Vic- 
toria Branch Committee. 


Registration forms will be posted out 
earlier than usual, possibly with the next 
issue of PRAECLARUM. This will allow 
‘early bird’ registrations to be made by 
those members wishing to beat the rush! 
Record numbers of overseas entries are 
expected, judging by extent of interest 
shown so far, particularly from the United 
States. 


Happy motoring, 
Russell Rolls 


The R.R.O.C. of Australia — one Club 


| seem to have struck a raw nerve among some sections 
of the New South Wales Branch with the uncharacteristic 
foray into Club politics in my editorial for PRAECLARUM 
5-91, and particularly with the reference to “efforts to under- 
mine the Club’s unity.” | take this opportunity to place on 
record my apology to any member who was perturbed by 
those words, as that was not the intention. However, since 


neither the persons nor the Branch concerned were named 
it was a clear case of the cap being donned by those who it 


fitted. Also, the question remains that if efforts to have our 
fine Club recognised as six separate clubs somehow did not 
constitute undermining its unity, then what would? 

The item merely sought to reassure the many concerned 
members in all Branches that following total agreement at 
Federal Council in Perth this matter had now been amicably 
resolved and was therefore no longer an issue. 


The Editor 
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Around the Branches 


N.S.W. 


Annual Branch Concours 
d'Elegance, Vaucluse House, 
October 20th, 1991 


After a lapse of many years we once 
again held our Concours in this mag- 
nificent setting. To say that it was popular 
with members would be the under- 
statement of the year! 98 cars plus well 
over 250 members and guests were in 
attendance. We would have made 100 
cars had two of the entrants’ cars not 
“failed to proceed” — however, both 
members made it in person, despite this 
set-back. 


Members came from near and far — 
Andy McFarland (Bondi) on his 50th 
birthday, Russell and Pauline Burge from 
Melbourne, country members Peter and 
Trady Davidson from Cowra and the 
Williams from Bathurst. Also, Judy 
Houston’s parents from the United 
States and David Ekberg from Mel- 
bourne. If | have forgotten anybody, 
please accept my apologies. 


The Concours entries in situ plus the 
wondertul collection of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars in line around the perimeter 
of the splendid grounds were a sight to 
behold — likewise the groups of mem- 
bers enjoying themselves under the 
spreading arms of a huge shade tree. 
Camaraderie is what the Club is about. 


Kim Stapleton, our Concours Direc- 
tor, wishes to record his thanks to Barry 
Brown of the Historic Homes Trust, who 
made the grounds available at no 
charge, David Marshall-Martin for the 
grand entrance banner, Jack Godfrey, 
Alan Simpson, Geoffrey Boscoe, Bob 
Tompkins and David Neely for their as- 
sistance in making the day run so 
smoothly, our judges and to Melva 
Tompkins for collated the points scored. 
You will be pleased to hear that our Chief 
Judge, Bruce Ross, was not called upon 
to adjudicate — such was the com- 
petence of the judges. Thanks again. 


Eric Lang, 
Events Captain 
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Three matching pairs. Above are Eric Lang’s 1949 Mk Vi (B400EY) and David Marshall-Martin’s 
1954 R-type (B98XF). Below are two highly desirable Bentley Continentals, both with H.J.Mulliner 
coachwork. On the left is Keith Wherry’s S1 two-door (BC75BG) which is fitted with the extremely 
rare manual gearbox. On the right is Barry Taff's 1964 S3 ‘Flying Spur’ saloon (BC126XC). 
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Last but not least, a pair of current cars. Robert Cameron’s 1990 Silver Spirit I! (ASL31614) in 
the company of Peter Wilkie’s 1990 Bentley Mulsanne S (BSL31374). More New South Wales 
Branch Concours photos by Brian and Naelo Jenkins on the following two pages. 


Laurie Ogle’s 1926 Phantom | (102SC). The boat-tailed tourer coach- 
work is light enough to take full advantage of the Phantom’s perfor- 
mance potential. 


Another Twenty with Australian coachwork, David Holdforth’s 1926 
model (GUK76). Bryden & McKay built the saloon body. 
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Peter Pennington's 1937 25/30 (GRP74). The spacious 7-seater 
limousine coachwork is by Thrupp & Maberly. 


John Milverton’s 1939 4/4 Litre Bentley (B177MX) was seen at the 
1990 Federal Rally at Leura in chassis form. Restoration is now 
complete and the handsome Vanden Plas drophead coupe again 
graces the chassis. There are only four of these ‘M’ series overdrive 
4\4s in Australia. 
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Roger and Esther Johnston’s 1923 Twenty (83K5) has tourer coach- 
work by the Sydney coachbuilder Smith & Waddington. 


Angelo Notaras brought his 1933 20/25 (GDX11) which has close 
coupled saloon coachwork by H.J.Mulliner. 


Another of Laurie Ogle’s cars, 1938 25/30 chassis GGR45, which has 
replica sedanca coupé coachwork by Molyneux. 
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This very early (1947) Silver Wraith, chassis WVA32, displays 
Hooper's first post-war body design. Owner Mark Granville brought it 
in from the United States. 
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Geoffrey Victor's 1950 standard saloon (B31 1FU) exhibits absolutely 


Peter Wilkie’s 1951 James Young saloon coupé (to use the 


correct factory colour distribution for a two-tone Mk VI, so often departed coachbuilder’s term) is one of only a small number of coachbuilt 
from. Note the upper colour extended to the rear mudguard and the Mk Vis in the Club. The chassis (B26MD) is the thirteenth built with 
lower colour on the bonnet top. the 4,566cc engine. 


So many Rolls-Royce and Bentley models look their best in dark Phil Morrow’s multiple trophy-winning 1 963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX449) 


. 


colours. John Poate’s 1953 R-type (B319TO), looking very elegant in should need no introduction. This is not only a superb looking car, 


its black paintwork, is no exception. 


but also one that’s not shy of being driven long distances — a task 


at which this model! excels. 


AX-201 in New South Wales 


Brian McMillan sent this shot of AX-201 on the York Motors stand at the International Motor Show, 
Darling Harbour Exhibition Centre, Sydney, where it was billed as “The world’s most valuable 
car’. The value quoted was £10,000,000 — said to have comfortably exeeded the combined 
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David Marshall-Martin, who sent in this 
photograph, asks “is this man a serious Silver 
Ghost fanatic?” The subject is RROCA 
Founding Member Barrie Gillings, owner of 
1910 Silver Ghost chassis 1492, lying prone 
to take detail shots of AX-201 in York Motors’ 
showroom, where a function was held for Club 
members to view it. David says that Barrie 
must have photographed “every nut and bolt"! 


...Around the Branches 


Victoria 


The Silver Ghost Rally, with 
AX-201, Sunday November 3rd, 
1991 


The Silver Ghost Rally on November 
3rd, like its predecessor in March 1984, 
was a most enjoyable and successful 
event and one that all who took part will 
remember for a long time. 


AX-201 had spent the previous week 
on display in Hamiltons showroom in the 
company of David Jones’s 1928 Twenty 
(GKM60) and John Altmann’s 1939 
Phantom Ill (8DL154). The display, with 
the added interest of the modern Bentley 
Turbo R and Silver Spirit was indeed 
impressive and no doubt provided inter- 
est for many. The two British firms, P.& 
A. Wood and S.C.Gordon Ltd, who jointly 
undertook the task of AX-201’s restora- 
tion had carried out their task very well — 
The Silver Ghost looked magnificent. 


On Sunday morning members and 
their motors assembled at Hamiltons in 
preparation for the drive to Romsey 
Vineyard, some 70 km away. At ap- 
proximately 11 a.m. 55 cars set off ona 
pre-determined route to Romsey, with 
AX-201 in the lead maintaining around 
70 km/h once on the Tullamarine 
Freeway. 


On arrival at the Vineyard members 
parked in the areas provided and set 
about admiring, inspecting, photograph- 
ing and discussing our Ghostly guest. | 
have no doubt that during the afternoon 
AX-201 would have been restored and 
re-restored many times over. That’s what 
happens when a motor car of this stature 
attends a Club rally. It was pleasing to 
see a large contingent of pre-wars, 16 in 
all, at this rally. Their attendance not only 
provided a most suitable escort for AX- 
201 but also contributed to the overall 
success of the rally. We also had a num- 
ber of members from other Branches 
attending. | hope they had an enjoyable 
day and that we will see them at other 
Victoria Branch rallies, 


The Branch was priveliged to be able 


1974 
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AX-201, driven by Dave Clutton from Rolls-Royce, en route to Romsey. 


to plan an event in which AX-201 could 
take part while she was in Victoria, and 
for this the Club is indebted to Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd and Hamiltons for 
their assistance in the planning of the 
event. 


The venue of Romsey Vineyard was 
chosen for a variety of reasons, the main 
one being the location and ease of ac- 
cess. | must thank Gordon 
Cope-Williams of Romsey Vineyard, who 
managed to grade driveways, mow 
lawns and cut fences in an effort to make 
the Vineyard grounds accessible and 
pleasant for our event. Those hard-- 
working people who assisted me with the 
organisation deserve a vote of thanks — 
Dianne Dawson of Hamiltons, Denis, 
Joan and Wendy Bootle and Marilyn 
Stokes. Also deserving of thanks are the 
members of the Victoria Police who as- 
sisted with AX-201’s movement through 
the city areas. 


Graham Cornish 


Interstate members: 


Wendy Friezer (Federal Secretary) 
Bob Griffen (N.S.W.) 
Martin Bennett (A.C.T.) 
Peter & Joyce Cox (S.A.) 


Transient member: 
Greg Johnston 


Ex-Rolls-Royce employee 
and wife: 


Mr & Mrs Ben Bennett, U.K. | 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise indicated 


Some of the Club cars lined up at Romsey Vineyard. 
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AX-201 and Ralph Pearson’s 1978 Silver Shadow II (SRH33684). Note the numerical symmetry of the registration 
numbers! Photo by Roger Thiedeman. 
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‘The Silver Ghost’ being driven around to the front of the house at 
Romsey Vineyard for photography... 


..and in position. Such photographic opportunities occur but rarely! 


The driver's controls. The functions of the ignition switches on the 
dashboard were combined after 1908 into a single rotary switch on 


The famous repoussé nameplate on the scuttle. the steering wheel centre. 
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takes full advantage of the Pil’s superb proportions. 
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105MW. Detail of one of the the huge Stephen Grebel hunting lamps. 
Note also the white steering wheel. This car was originally supplied to 
Rajah Sahib of Hathawar. Roger Thiedeman photo. 


a 
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The vines at Romsey make an attractive backdrop for John Altmann’s 
Hooper-bodied 1954 long wheelbase Silver Wraith (DLW25). 


Doug and Davina Bristowe’s beautiful ex-india 1933 Phantom I! (105MW). The polished aluminium Barker coachwori 
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‘The Silver Ghost’. The scuttle mounted sidelamps carry an embossed 
label reading “The Bedford Patent Motor Lamp — C.S.Rolls & Co.”. All 
brightwork is silver plated. 


i. wid & SS = 
David Ekberg arrived in this very smart dark blue S3 Continental 
(BC126XA). The racey lines of the Park Ward two-door coachwork could 


not be more different from those of the standard S3. 


A polished pair. Phantom Il 105MW, in glittering, unpainted aluminium, with AX-201, resplendant in her silver paint and 
silver plated brightwork. The extraordinary opportunity to photograph their cars with ‘The Silver Ghost’ was eagerly taken 
up by a number of Club members. Roger Thiedeman photo. 

‘ » 
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Ambassador Extraordinary 


In 1907 The Silver Ghost was built 
specifically to publicise the new Rolls- 
Royce 40/50 h.p. six-cylinder model 
and in doing so established the Rolls- 
Royce reputation for reliability and 
engineering excellence. In this article, 
reproduced from Queste with kind per- 
mission of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
Warren Allport traces the history of the 

most famous Veteran motor 
car, which since returning 
to Rolls-Royce in 1948 
has continued its am- 
bassadorial role. 


by Warren Allport. © Queste magazine, 1990. 


The 40/50 models exhibited at the 
1906 Olympia Motor Show had at- 
tracted much interest and favourable 
comment. Managing Director Claude 
Johnson saw that excellent though 
the new model was, it needed to be 
brought to a wider public if the newly 
floated Rolls-Royce Ltd was to 
succeed. Proper production of the 
40/50 h.p. at Cooke Street, 
Manchester had not started until early 
1907 after all the effort of preparing 
the first four motor cars for Olympia 
and the Paris show which followed. 
The fifth chassis was numbered 60544 
— for some reason 60543 was never 
built. 


Claude Johnson selected the 12th 
chassis, 60551, on the short 135 in. 
wheelbase as his publicity vehicle and 
ordered a semi-Roi des Beiges open 
body from Barker & Co. on March 6th 
1907. It was specified that the coachwork 
would be painted silver and that 
upholstery would be in green leather. 
Lamps and other external fittings were to 


be silver plated. Price of the body was 
£110-14s and the chassis retailed at 
£950 plus £7-10s for the aluminium 
dashboard fitted as an alternative to the 
usual polished teak. 


It was a striking ensemble and Claude 
Johnson, who had an Edwardian 
penchant for naming cars, called it The 
Silver Ghost by virtue of its appearance 
and ‘extraordinary stealthiness’. The 
name was carried on a special repoussé 
plaque on the scuttle. Although after the 
arrival of the 40/50 h.p. New Phantom in 
1925 earlier 40/50 h.p. models were 
known as Silver Ghosts to avoid con- 
fusion, there was only one motor car 
entitled to the name — 60551, registered 
AX-201. 


Factory records preserved by the Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation show 
that the chassis was tested for 80 miles 
by chief tester Eric Platford and was 
despatched by “road, Mr Johnson” on 
April 13th 1907. Back in London no time 
was lost in arranging trial runs for the 
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Press and The Autocar of April 20th 
recorded: “The running of this car at slow 
speeds is the smoothest thing we have 
ever experienced, while for silence the 
motor beneath the bonnet might be a 
silent sewing machine...” On the day that 
report appeared the first private cus- 
tomer — William Arkright of Chesterfield 
— took delivery of a 40/50 h.p., 60544. 
None of the earlier 40/50 h.p. chassis 
was sold until 1908. 


On May 3rd, 60551 was driven to 
Bexhill then north to Glasgow, accom- 
panied from Hatfield by a White steam 
car, both cars being under RAC observa- 
tion. They went on to cover the tough 
route proposed for the 1907 Scottish 
Reliability Trial before returning to Lon- 
don. Between May 3rd and 14th The 
Silver Ghost completed 2,00012 miles 
under official observation, recording a 
best fuel consumption of 231 mpg for 
one section. On the route north Claude 
Johnson had driven the 51812 miles to 
Glasgow using third and fourth gears 
only. At the conclusion of the trial, perfor- 
mance was measured on Bexhill track — 
there was a 20 mph overall speed limit — 
with 54.94 mph recorded in the direct 
third gear, in which 3.4 mph was pos- 
sible. Such flexibility was important to 
Edwardian motorists, many of whom 
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were incapable of changing gear on the 
move. Apart from punctures, adjust- 
ments during the twelve days had 
amounted to only 1 hour 28 minutes. 


On Friday June 21st The Silver Ghost, 
accompanied by 40/50 h.p. models 
driven by Charles Rolls and Harry 


Swindley of The Autocar carrying press 
representatives, left London for Glasgow 
and the Scottish Reliability Trial. The first 
day's run was to Derby, the party 
proceeding on the following day to Kes- 
wick via Manchester, Matlock, Buxton 
and the Cat and Fiddle Hill, where the 


At the Cat and Fiddle Inn on June 22nd, 1907. Claude Johnson is driving AX-201, Charles Rolls 
AX-205 and Harry Swindley AX-192. The fourth 40/50 h.p. was “on test”. 
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famous photograph was taken. Glasgow 
was reached at 6 p.m. on the Sunday 
with no mechanical troubles but the in- 
evitable punctures. 


On June 24th The Silver Ghostcame 
under the recognisance of the Scottish 
Automobile Club and was weighed — 
3,460 Ib unladen. Of the nine other cars 
in Class VII, only two were less powerful 
than the Rolls-Royce. The 747 mile route 
was covered over five days, with about 
160 miles a day apart from the final day, 
when 114 miles were driven. It was no 
picnic with poorly surfaced mountain 
roads and some steep climbs, such as 
the 1-in-7 Rest and Be Thankful on the 
first day’s Glasgow to Perth run. It was 
on the second day, Perth to Aberdeen, 
that The Silver Ghost suffered her only 
involuntary stop since leaving London 
629 miles earlier. This probably occurred 
after Claude Johnson had negotiated the 
treacherous Devil's Elbow and just short 
of the long Cairnwell Hill where the road 
climbs to 2,200 feet. It took a minute for 
the trouble to be traced to the petrol tap 
which had shaken itself shut — hardly a 
major failure. Apart from this incident the 
Rolls-Royce made non-stop runs each 
day and gained the gold medal in its class 
for hillclimbing speed, reliability and fuel 
consumption. The latter was 17.02 mpg. 


A lesser man than Claude Johnson 
would have been content to call it a day 
but on Monday July 1st he was heading 
south from Glasgow to London intent on 
breaking the world record for a ‘non-stop’ 
run, which stood at 7,089 miles. ‘Non- 
stop’ in that context meant without an 
involuntary stop on the road, apart from 
punctures, so routine maintenance and 
even repairs and replacements were al- 


lowed at the end of a day’s run. All such 
attention was duly logged by the ever- 
present RAC observer — one of four — 
accompanying The Silver Ghost. The 
route from Glasgow was Airdrie, Edin- 
burgh, Berwick, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Durham, Darlington, Boroughbridge, 
Leeds, Bradford, Huddersfield, 
Manchester, Tarporley, Newport, 
Watling Street, Coventry and thence by 
the Holyhead Road (A5) to the RAC club- 
house in Brick Street off Piccadilly. The 
Glasgow to London distance was 512 
miles and this route was reversed for the 
return journey between the two cities. 


Centrepiece of the Rolls-Royce stand at Olympi. 


in November 1907 after the 15,000 Mile Trial. 


On arrival in London on Tuesday July 
2nd, Claude Johnson had completed 
1,603 miles at the wheel of The Silver 
Ghost and handed over to Charles Rolls. 
Later on the driving was shared by Eric 
Platford and ‘mechanician’ Reginald 
Macready. Running day and night the 
miles soon mounted and a week later 
4,558 miles had been covered. A Press 
party met at the Midland Hotel, 
Manchester on the evening of July 18th 
to follow the breaking of the record. At 
midnight Claude Johnson in The Silver 
Ghost, accompanied by the Press in 
another 40/50 h.p. driven by Henry 


Royce, started south to the cheers of the 
hotel guests. At Mere Royce departed for 
Knutsford and a works driver took his 
place, following the dim tail light ahead. 
Whitchurch was reached with the dawn 
and approaching Newport the morning 
mist reduced the motor cars’ speed. The 
sun shone as the world’s record for a 
non-stop run was broken at the crossing 
of the Wolverhampton and Cannock 
roads. 


The original plan had been to com- 
plete 10,000 miles under RAC 
observation but the Rolls-Royce con- 
tinued to run with the regularity of a train, 
so with the agreement of the club the 
distance was increased to 15,000 miles. 
That figure was reached on the night of 
Thursday August 8th after the Glasgow 
to London route had been covered 27 
times and 14,371 miles were without an 
involuntary stop — only the petrol tap 
incident marred the 15,000 mile total. 
Servicing, repairs and replacements (ex- 
cluding tyres) over the distance took 40 
hours 13 minutes, including 6 hours 26 
minutes to grind in the valves after 7,500 
miles and 10 hours 5 minutes for the 
addition of a new fuel tap and a system 
to enable the pressure in the petrol tank 
to be maintained either automatically or 
independently by hand — there was no 
fuel pump. 


1982 


After completion of the mileage, which 
occurred just north of St. Albans, AX-201 
was driven direct to the RAC garage in 
London for Rolls-Royce Ltd had an- 
nounced the intention at the outset for 
The Silver Ghost to be stripped by the 
club’s engineers and the cost of putting 
her back into ‘as new’ condition ascer- 
tained. The following day the Trials 
Committee members were taken on a 
demonstration run which included some 
test hills and pronounced the running of 
the car as “excellent”. They found: “The 
car as a whole, and the engine in par- 
ticular, were exceptionally quiet 
(especially on the third speed direct 
drive) and free from vibration.” 


After a thorough technical examina- 
tion and dismantling no wear measurable 
by micrometer was found in the engine, 
gearbox, rear axle or brakes. To bring the 
car back to ‘as new’ condition two front 
wheel pivot pins, one steering rod tie pin, 
the ball tip of the steering lever, magneto 
driving joint, fan belt and petrol strainer 
were replaced. The steering ball joint’s 
sleeve was refitted and the valves were 
reground. “Had the car been in the hands 
of a private owner no replacements 
would have been considered neces- 
sary,” stated the RAC report. Cost of all 
replacements and servicing during the 
15,000 miles and putting AX-201 back to 
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‘as new’ condition was just £28-5s-01/d. 
The annual running costs of a Rolls- 
Royce, for 7,500 miles, was calculated at 
only £46-18s, excluding tyres. 


Though details of this astounding per- 
formance and the RAC’s findings 
appeared in the Press in August it was 
not until November 5th 1907 that the 
official signed RAC Certificate of Perfor- 
mance was provided. That was just in 
time for the certificate, together with the 
worn parts that were replaced, to be 
shown on the Rolls-Royce stand at the 
1907 Olympia Motor Show alongside 
The Silver Ghost. One of the few items 
criticised in the RAC report was the rear 
springing which had been miscalculated. 
Anote on the service records of 60551 in 
Eric Platford’s handwriting reads: 
“Rather weak when run in Trial. Extra 
plate fixed in both back springs by R 
(stronger and better).” However by then 
The Silver Ghost was already out of date 
for the 1908 chassis, also on the stand, 
was fitted with a completely new rear 
suspension without the transverse leaf. 
Only 53 40/50 h.p. models had been 
produced with the original platform 
suspension but already Royce, the 
perfectionist, had incorporated improve- 
ments. 


Claude Johnson had taken The Silver 


The Hanbury family touring on the continent with both their Rolls-Royce motor cars. The 1910 Mulliner limousine, chassis 1647, was known as ‘the 
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luggage on the running board of ‘The Silver Ghost’. 
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Ghost on holiday to Cornwall in Septem- 
ber 1907 and continued to use her after 
the motor show. She ferried guests to the 
opening of the new Derby factory on July 
9th 1908 but that was one of the last 
occasions on which she served Rolls- 
Royce. On July 14th she was sold for 
£750 but the purchaser, Daniel Hanbury, 
did not take delivery from Conduit Street 
until September 2nd 1908. In the mean- 
time the chassis was thoroughly 
overhauled, the silver plating was 
renewed and a new set of rear wings 
fitted. 


Daniel Hanbury was the second son 
of Sir Thomas Hanbury and the Rolls- 
Royce guarantee book records his 
address as 19 Eaton Square, London 
and later as Castle Malwood, Lyndhurst, 
Hampshire. Daniel Hanbury is often con- 
fused with his cousin, Arthur Hanbury, 
who worked for Rolls-Royce. 


In 1908 Cecil Hanbury, Daniel’s 
brother, acquired a 40/50 h.p. which was 
fitted with a hood and a more curved 
scuttle and in 1913 60551 was similarly 
altered. The same year a CAV dynamo 
was fitted to provide electric lighting. 


1983 


Both electrics and hood were removed in 
1949 but the altered windscreen 
remains. tn Daniel Hanbury’s ownership 
AX-201 was maintained by Rolls-Royce 
who incorporated later modifications, 
such as the higher lift camshaft to give 
more power in 1911. 


A feature of The Silver Ghost’s Barker 
body, presumably for easier servicing 
during the 1907 trials, was that it incor- 
porated the patent Windham detachable 
rear section, enabling the rear seat to be 
removed. In the Hanbury ownership AX- 
201 was often in this guise with a huge 
box fitted instead of the rear seat, 
replaced only for touring. That was ex- 
tensive both in the U.K. and abroad as 
the family had a villa in Italy and visited 
Switzerland for winter sports. On such 
occasions two Rolls-Royce motor cars 
were used, AX-201 heavily laden with 
luggage and spare tyres. Such overload- 
ing caused frequent broken springs on 
the rough roads of the day. In 1925 the 
continual pounding took its toll and when 
touring in Italy the chassis was cracked. 
Temporary repairs were made by plating, 
and in 1930 the works at Derby re-plated 


the cracks, but AX-201 was little used 
after 1925. 


In 1945 Rolls-Royce was approached 
for help in supplying parts to put The 
Silver Ghost back on the road but before 
the requirements were ascertained 
Daniel Hanbury died, on July 21st 1948. 
The Silver Ghost was bequeathed to his 
son-in-law Air Marshall Sir Alec Coryton, 
who part exchanged her with Rolls- 
Royce for the 1939 Bentley Mk V 
H.J.Mulliner saloon, BBOAW, which was 
then being used by Dr F.Llewellyn Smith, 
general manager of the Rolls-Royce 
Motor Car Division. 


So AX-201 was collected by lorry from 
Castle Malwood on October 27th 1948 
and taken to the Rolls-Royce London 
service depot at Hythe Road. There 
some cosmetic and mechanical work 
was Carried out. At the suggestion of the 
late Stanley Sears, coachbuilders 
H.E.Griffin of Haywards Heath were 
entrusted with coachwork repairs and 
repainting in 1949, including removal of 
the hood and supplying the plain steel 
number plates now carried. Major work 
on the engine was carried out by Hythe 


A masterful cut-away drawing of ‘The Silver Ghost’. The running boards contain tool boxes and the cylinder ahead of the spare tyre is for the 
acetylene lighting. 


Road in 1950 and in 1951 Hooper & Co. 
undertook a complete re-paint and re- 
trim. 


Once The Silver Ghost was present- 
able again, publicity appearances 
commenced. One of the first was at the 
1952 Brussels Motor Show where her 
appearance in a special display in the 
annexe to the main hall attracted consid- 
erable interest. Unfortunately while being 
towed from the show major damage to 
the front of the chassis occurred. 


For the next decade AX-201 was 
used mainly for dealer displays, excep- 
tions being the 20 Ghost Club’s 
celebrations of 50 years of Rolls-Royce 
in 1954 and the Brooklands track 50th 
anniversary in 1957. {n October 1961 the 
50th anniversary of the famous London 
to Edinburgh top gear run, by chassis 
1701, was repeated for the BBC. 


Filming of Those Magnificent Men in 
Their Flying Machines took up to 23 days 
of AX-201’s time in 1964, the same year 
as the first great Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Pageant at Goodwood at which 
she also had an important role. In 1967 
highlights included the second pageant 
at Goodwood and the Manchester to 
Blackpool run. The decade ended with a 
trip to America on the maiden voyage of 
the QE2 Inthe U.S.A. some 1,200 miles 
were covered in a few weeks and Dennis 
Miller-Williams returned just in time to 
make a top gear Glasgow-London run for 
the BBC. 


1984 


When AX-201 appeared in the BBC 
Television series The Edwardians in 
1972 there was a new plaque next to the 
chassis plate stating: “The Property of 
Rolls Royce Motors Ltd”. The omission 
of the hyphen signified the rapidity with 
which this valuable asset was claimed for 
the Motor Car Division following the 
crash of Rolls-Royce Ltd in 1971. 


Entry into the Common Market was 
celebrated by a Drive into Europe — to 
Brussels — with British Veteran and 
Vintage cars in January 1973, followed 
by the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club’s 
major Austrian Alpine Rally in June. 


In 1976 AX-201 was again overseas, 
in the Isle of Man, to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the Tourist Trophy win. 
The history of Rolls-Royce was traced in 
the major Birth of a Legend exhibition at 
the National Motor Museum from Oc- 
tober 1976 to January 1977. The Silver 
Ghost took pride of place there. 


On May 7th 1977 The Silver Ghost 
was reviewed by Her Majesty The Queen 
in the Quadrangle of Windsor Castle as 
part of the Rolls-Royce Silver Jubilee 
Tribute. From the castle the long proces- 
sion drove the entire length of the Long 
Walk and thence to Ascot Racecourse. 


The 75th anniversary of Rolls-Royce 
in 1979 was marked by a number of 
appearances including the Geneva 
Motor Showin march and dealer displays 
on the continent. The huge Duxford 
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Stripping the wooden body frame at 
S.C.Gordon. 


Wheel and Wing pageant in September 
was followed by a tribute to Sir Henry 
Royce at West Wittering. 


In 1982 The Silver Ghost was 75 
years old and among the June celebra- 
tions was a run from Glasgow via 
Edinburgh, Leeds, Manchester and 
Crewe to the RAC in London. It was 
carried out in very wet weather with no 
mechanical problems in the 550 miles. In 
October the Post Office issued a special 
Silver Ghost stamp and AX-201 carried 
the first day covers in London and also 
conveyed first day covers from the fac- 
tory to the Crewe sorting office. In 
between the two events was a trip to the 
U.S.A., with appearances in New York, 
Chicago, Boston, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, culminating in a starring role at 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club’s National 
Meet in Florida. 


Carrying the Duke of Kent to open Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
International's headquarters at St. Prex, Switzerland on September 
21st, 1988. 
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Carrying the Queen and Prince Philip on their visit to the Crewe factory on July 24th, 1987. 


On July 3rd 1983, 75 years to the day 
after transporting guests to the opening 
of the Derby factory, The Silver Ghost 
was back at Derby to transport Lord Mon- 
tagu to the unveiling of a plaque on the 
spot in Number One Shop where Henry 
Royce’s office had been situated. 


Early in 1984 came a first visit to 
Australia, with an appearance at 
Melbourne’s motor show followed by 
visits to Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide and 
Perth. Back in the U.K., there was the 
second Rolls-Royce pageant at Duxford 
in June. 


The major event of 1986 was a first 
visit to Canada where, as well as dealer 
displays and Rolls-Royce club events, 
AX-201 was exhibited in a glass show- 
case outside the British Pavillion at Expo 
’86 in Vancouver. 


The Silver Ghost’s proudest moment 
came on July 24th 1987 when she 
transported Her Majesty The Queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh during a visit to 
the factory at Crewe. That made national 
television news reports. 


A busy year lay ahead in 1988, start- 
ing with a visit to Japan for the opening 


of the new showroom of Cornes & Co. in 
Tokyo in March. In May Rest and Be 
Thankful was climbed at the start of the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Scottish 
Tour to celebrate the gold medal in the 
1907 trial. Continental dealer appearan- 
ces were followed by a part in the floodlit 
cavalcade at Blenheim Palace for the 
Rolls-Royce U.K. dealers’ summer ball. 
On September 21st the Duke of Kent 
rode in AX-201 to open the new head- 
quarters of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
International at St. Prex, Switzerland. 


There were two other events in 1988 
that had a special significance for The 
Silver Ghost the opening of new 
premises of authorised coachwork 
repairers S.C.Gordon of Luton on June 
16th and service dealers P.& A. Wood at 
Great Easton on September 11th. These 
two firms were to be entrusted with 
repairing the ravages of time on this 
famous motor car so that her publicity 
work could continue into the 21st cen- 
tury. 


Among the work that was to take 
AX-201 Off the road for some 18 months 
was a complete re-paint and re-trim, 
renewal of the silver plating and attention 
to the coachwork where necessary. On 


the mechanical side the opportunity was 
taken to deal permanently with the crack- 
ed chassis, subject to temporary repairs 
since 1925, by welding in an additional 
channel section inside the frame and rec- 
tifying other damage dating back to the 
1952 accident. At the same time the en- 
gineering department and laboratory at 
Crewe addressed the problem of crack- 
ing and metal fatigue in the aluminium 
crankcase. Their expertise enabled per- 
manent repairs to be made without 
welding and without having to cast anew 
crankcase. With such a valuable historic 
motor car the aim has been to repair and 
refurbish existing parts rather than 
replacing them. 


The Silver Ghost is back on the road 
again, renewed for the years ahead. A 
Charity Tour from John O’Groats to 
Land’s End was completed in August 
1990, followed by taking centre stage on 
the Rolls-Royce stand at the 1990 British 
Motor Show at Birmingham. For this old 
campaigner the limelight is nothing new 
— after all she starred on the Rolls- 
Royce stand at the 1907 motor show as 
“The Best Six-cylinder Car in the World”. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1929 Phantom II (99WJ) Vintage complete 
chassis. Many thousands of dollars expended 
On numerous new parts and complete rebuild 
of engine, e.g. blocks rebored/resleeved, new 
whitemetal bearings throughout, etc. Engine 
ready to reassemble. New exhaust system, 
tyres, etc. Original Australian delivery long 
chassis complete with body sub-frame. Full 
history, chassis cards, etc. Most essential 
tools including ‘C’ spanners, etc. Excellent 
opportunity to acquire a genuine vintage 
Rolls-Royce chassis at a reasonable price. 
$45,000 ono. Tony Ward (02) 363 1422 (w) 
451 9697 (h) 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B2KM) Two-tone Grey. 
Significant restoration including complete in- 
terior. New stainless steel exhaust system and 
tyres. Very good mechanical condition. 
95,000 since new. Registered unti! May 1992. 
$32,000. Murray Gordon (02) 489 4131 


1952 Silver Dawn (SKE44) Black with beige 
interior, big boot, manual gearbox. 196,726 
miles. Requires brake and radiator repairs. 
$45,000. Fred Engish (03) 584 9372 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SZB71) Countryman 
Saloon by Harold Radford (see book Rolls- 
Royce by Martin Bennett pp. 118, 119.) Dark 
green with green interior. 153,404 miles. 
Requires restoration. $35,000. Fred Engish 
(03) 584 9372 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and as- 
king price. Ads are edited to conform toa 
standard format and may be condensed or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SWA148) Olde English 
White with Burgundy interior. New carpet and 
headlining. Meticulously maintained. 
$47,000. Geoffrey May (03) 822 2266 or 
mobile (018) 39 3614 


1959 Bentley S2 (B322AM) White with Bur- 
gundy leather. Electric windows. Engine and 
gearbox in excellent order. Very good overall 
condition. 12 months reg. $36,500 ono. 
Geoffrey May (03) 822 2266 or mobile 
(018) 39 3614 


1960 Silver Cloud Ils (SWC548 & STB332) 
Both in superb condition bodily and mechani- 
cally and are air conditioned. Price includes 
three Melbourne Metropolitan Hire Car 
licences. $150,000. lan Edwards (03) 876 3064 


1962 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX191) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green with beige interior. Electric 
windows, air conditioning. Excellent condi- 
tion. 113,809 miles. $80,000. Fred Engish 
(03) 584 9372 
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1977 Silver Shadow II (SRH31194) Gleam- 
ing Peacock Blue, 108,000 km. Meticulously 
maintained by Austral Motors. $65,000. John 
Little (074) 94 3369 (h) 


Parts For Sale 


Pair Hooper front mudguards for 20 h.p. 
Very good condition. $800. Ross Fisher 
(03) 596 4925 


DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts For Sale 


1948 Bentley Mk VI 4% litre engine in good 
running condition, complete with carburetters, 
manifolds, etc., but less flywheel and starter 
motor: $6,750 or offer. Mk VI radiator core: 
$150. S1 starter motor: offers please. Ivan 
Shaw, 2 Ridgecrest St., Kenmore, Qld., 4069 
(07) 378 2539 


Parts Wanted 


For 1950 Bentley Mk VI: complete differential 
with or without axles and/or individual parts, 
e.g. crown wheel and pinion, spider gears, etc. 
Noel Semmens FAX: (09) 389 1900 


My 1922 20 h.p. tourer (41G8) is missing quite 
a few parts and as it is the earliest known 
production Twenty in existance it must be 
restored. The parts required are: set of wire 
wheels, set of mudguards, radiator shutters, 
rocker gear, fan and brackets, crank handle, 
coil, magneto, Autovac, shock absorbers, lug- 
gage carrier, bonnet catches and handbook. 
Keith Ross (067) 44 1322 


Wanted for 1912 Silver Ghost chassis 2082: 
CAV G-type headlights, CAV switchbox 
and veteran rear view mirror. John Burns 
(06) 254 5495 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes — no over-restoration. McMillan 
Prestige Car Repairs (02) 744 5111 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Touch-up repairs, Connolly leather 
re-colouring, carpets, heelpads, headlining 
repairs or complete replacements. McMillan 
Prestige Car Repairs (02) 744 5111 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Others are charged 
$15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs to accom- 
pany an ad are included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Cheques 
made payable to RROC must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 


PRECLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated in any way with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of PRAECLARUM 
display advertising. Your message will reach well over 1,000 
Rolis-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts Australia-wide, in New 
Zealand and elsewhere. The Club will benefit, too. 

You can send your advertisement in camera-ready form or it 
can be typeset to your requirements on the PRAECLARUM 
typesetting system at no additional charge. 


Our rates are: 

Full Page - 

Half Page - 

Quarter Page (like the ads on this page) - 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 
NSW 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


Now, The Yanks’ _- 
Best Kept Secret (P5551 
of 21 Years 

Revealed!! 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Westwood, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (213) 473-7773 
Fax. (213) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 
e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 
© UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 
e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


1987 


IF FINDING 
Tue Ricut WHEEL Discs 
Has You RunNING 
IN CIRCLES, 
GivE USARING. . 


We have complete, 
newly manufactured 
wheel disc sets in stock for: 
¢ Rolls Royce: PI, PI Buffalo, PII, PIII, 
Wraith, 20/25, and 25/30 ¢ Bentley 
* Lagonda ¢ Bugatti »¢ Delage D8 
We also have air lines, air locks, hubs, locking 
rings, and other replacement disc parts for 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, and R-type Rolls 
Royces. And what we don’t have, we can 
manufacture for you. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. For details contact: 


LMARR Disk,Lrp. 
P.O. Box 910, GLEN ELLEN, CA, USA 95442-0910. 
TEL: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020. 


Interior Woodwork Refurbishers 


Specialising in: 
French Polishing 
Hi Tech Laquering 
Veneer repaired or replaced 
Broken sections repaired 
Dry rot areas restored 
Woodgraining on metal 


Musical instrument maker and polisher by TRADE, 
1959 to 1975 


Automotive interior woodwork restorer by CHOICE, 
1975 onwards 


J.E.& L. J. NICHOLLS 
21 Chippewa Ave 
MITCHAM VIC 3132 
Phone: (03) 874 1329 


1988 


Insurance 


Veteran, vintage,classic and sports car owners 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


Features: Agreed value e Choice 
of repairer e You keep the salvage up to 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen 
or window glass replacement per year excess 
free ePersonal effects cover eStandard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability e Promptclaims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 


South Australla 
6/212 Brighton Road, 


Head Office, Victoria New South Wales 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Bay Road, 

Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 Northbridge, N.S.W., 2063 Somerton Park, S.A., 5044 

Phone (03) 584 7266 Phone (0 ase 7666 Phone (08) 294 9000 
Fax (03) 583 9475 Fax (02) 958 7841 Fax (08) 294 9995 


SHANNONS 


Keeping vehicles on Australian roads 


ey 


pial 5 ‘ 


Westem Australia 
Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, 
Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qld., 4105 
Phone tee 1269 Phone (07) 892 2776 
Fax (09) 257 1289 Fax (07) 892 4319 


Northern Territory 
9259 Bagot Road, 
Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 
Phona (089) 85 2477 
Fax (089) 85 5583 


Queensland 
P.O. Box 485, 


Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and Modified Insurance Specialists 


Your choice of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley reflects your decision to own and drive optimum 


automotive quality and standards. 


As a Rolls-Royce or Bentley owner we believe you are entitled to expect and receive an 
unrivalled standard of service in keeping with your special importance to us. 


At Hamiltons you will receive professional attention from people who care. 


It has been our experience that owners who 
compromise their investment by accepting 
non-genuine parts in unauthorised 
workshops very rarely receive the dividends 
they expect. 


Hamiltons offers you the distinct benefit 
of its unequalled service reputation, direct 
factory support, and the conviction that 
quality can never be compromised. 


Let us demonstrate our service. 


Please call our Service Consultant, 
Simon Staniforth, on (03) 428 0999. 


BENTLEY 


ROLLS 


560 Church Street, Richmond. 


Telephone: (03) 428 0999 
Facsimile: (03) 427 0610 


Sole authorised representative 
for Victoria, Tasmania and the 
Southern Riverina. 


Ross Bing Swallow S87! 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


1989 


John Vawser Motors Pty Ltd 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS 


Thirty-six years association and experience with the service, maintenance 
and restoration of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, including adjustment, 
service and overhaul of the four-speed automatic gearbox. 


35 WILLIAM ST., ALEXANDRIA, N.S.W. 2015 
’Phone (02) 698 8822; Fax (02) 318 2321 


SALES, 
SERVICE, SPARE PARTS, 
COACHWORK & RESTORATION 


EVERY ASPECT OF WORK CARRIED OUT TO THE MOST 
EXACTING STANDARDS 


*Unequalled skills and extensive research facilities to ensure absolute technical authenticity. 
* Meticulous attention to detail. 


* Unsurpassed stocks of rare parts available for restoration cars. 


R.A.M©Dermott & Co. 


Sales * Service * Repairs * Spares * Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, 3205 
Telephone (03) 6823483; Facsimile (03) 6867821 LMCT 4141 


1990 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, N.S.W. 2120 
Phone: (02) 484 1239, 484 1253, 484 1254, 4844419 Fax No.: (02) 980 6592 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley — Spares and Service 


EXCHANGE ENGINES 
Rolls-Royce Bentley 
Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn 
i Silver Cloud I , Dara SC py, 
| <S3 = Silver Cloud I & III 52.8 83 A v Sd) 


Silver ShadowI & I] T& T2 ¢ » ‘ ¥ 
er aS 
SOR We 4 


EXCHANGE WATER PUMPS o 
ALL POSTWAR MODELS. ~—~@ ; 
EXCHANGE HYDRAULIC 


MASTER CYLINDERS 
WHEEL CYLINDERS 
Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn 
Silver Cloud 


Bentley 


EXCHANGE HYDRAULICS :' Mk VI 
SHADOW & T. SERIES Rosie 


Accumulator Spheres (4p eepere S-type 
Accumulator Valves Pmt las XCHANGE DIFFERENTIALS 
Hydraulic Pumps ie. | ore Rolls-Royce 
Master Cylinder =. tame ; Ce Silver Wraith 
Rear Height Control Ram JJ bol % Silver Dawn 
Rear Height Control Valves : Silver Cloud 
Solenoid Valves er ena ei Silver Shadow 
Distribution Valves Ping i Bentley 
_ Brake Calipers * ho Mk VI 
3 : oe R-type 
S-type 
T Series 


EXCHANGE MANUAL GEAR 
BOXES 

Rolls-Royce Bentley 

Silver Wraith Mk VI 

Silver Dawn R-type 


EXCHANGE AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSIONS 
Rolls-Royce Bentley 
Silver Cloud I Sl 

Silver Cloud II & III S$2&S83 
Silver Shadow & II T & T2 


m Piensa Range of Spare Parts for all models 


Quality 


without compromise 


Silver Ghost restored by us on display at the Leura Federal Rally. 


Garry Dubois and craftsmen 


Announcing our new 17,000 sq. ft. modern restoration centre at 
24 Cremorne Street., Richmond, Victoria 3121. 


*phone (03) 428 9622 


We now cater for all models Rolls-Royce and Bentley — mechanical and body. 
Coffee and chat any time! 


McMillan Prestige 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Quality prestige work now all under one roof. 


We are proud to announce our move to larger, more conveniently located premises 
on the corner of Queens Road and Regatta Road, Five Dock (opposite the Veteran 
Car Club of Australia). With effect from Monday 2nd March, all coachwork 
repair, repainting, restoration, detailing and interior trimming operations are 
now under one roof in our superbly equipped new premises. 


Our new postal address: 


25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: (02) 744 5111 or 744 5242; Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
_ Lodgement Office: Ainslie 2602 


